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FORD FIESTA

Henry builds a minicar

BY AON WAKEFIELD
European Editor

DE OxE MORE name to the list of ““mini”" producers: Ford,
The long-rumored Ford Fiesta has been introduced and
Ford is geaning up to do battle in o very tough fickl
What constitutes the battlefield depends upon which murket
you are talking about, In Europe, where the Fiesta is being
introduced first, it’s occupied by cars like the VW Polo and
Audi 50 (virtually indentical), Fimt 127, Peogeot 104, Renault 5
and others that kave followed the original British Mini concept,
In Britain the Mini itself is still a Gairly strong competitor, And
in-America the Chevelte has to be considered the major oppo-
M ROAD & TRACK

silion, although the YW Rabbit and Honda Civie are strong snd
cars like the Renault 5 and Dutsun FI0 have to be considered
Whatever the specific market conditions. technically 1he
Fiesti was patterncd after the Polo/30. Bob Luz, Ford Ger-
many s dynamic Managing Direcior savs, 1S no coineidence
that our prototype Fiestas were seen along with Polos. Some of
the best small cars in the world are built in Germany, and w
our sights on them. " Lutz’s sector of Ford Motor Co will be the
first (o build Fiestas, @i the Saarlouis plant in Germany ., so the
nes car will be up apainst that tough competition right from

=
:-.
e
=
L
=
iJ
=
)
=
a
=
&
o
=
s
B
=
.55
"4
£




the start. Then at the beginning of 1977, Ford’s brand-new,
S000-man plant in Valencia, Spain. will begin producing them
for the southern European market. Finally. sometime next
year, Ford of Great Britain will build righthand-drive Ficstas.
Cars Tor the North Amencan market will come from Saar-
louis, sturting at the end of 1976 for an early 1977 introduction.
Altogether Ford will be able tobuild 500,000 Fiestas a yvear if
the market demands them, and the bope s thay 100,000 of them
can be sold in America,

The Fiesta's concept is familinr: a hatchback 2-door family
car with minimum outside dimengions and best possible inside
spuce, similar in size and layout (o the European cars ni:mﬂd
and @ bit larger than the Honda Civic. With a imnsverse engine
and frent drive, il is techmically very different from the Che-
velle and considerably more space-efficient. Ford wenl 1o
erel lengths to keep its weight down and wias successful at i
s the basic Fiesta weighs just 1545 b, Light weight means fuel
cconemy, of course, and aerodynamics figure ool the caris
driven much on the highway. The Fiesta's drog coefficient of
0,42 i= claimed by Ford to be the best i s field of boxy sedans
(the latesl Fastbocks go below 0.4 but they 're much Inrger cars),
and things ke a front spoiler and a subile turn-up of the roof-
line al the resr made matenal contributions (o this result,
Another aerodynamic feature, one on which Ford has applied
Tor o patent, is the so-culbied Lomellengril first seen onm seno-
dynamically medified Copri at this vear's Geneva Salon. It
consists of five acrofoil-shaped slats, which at high speeds
build up o cushion of pir beiween them and thus shut sul a por-
tion of the onrushing air, The net effect is **less grille™ at high
specds, and since grilles incur an acrodynamic loss there i5 a
gain from the amangement,

Ford is proud of the Fiesta's interior dimensions, which
were Iaid out around four 6-Ai-2-in. dummics that represent the
Caucasinn #5th-percentile man, 1'm only 500 %in., but | don’y
always sil comlforably in the back sent of small sedans. In the
Fiesta back seal, with the driver’s seat adjusted for me, | found
free space over my head i 1 didn’t sit bolt-upright snd there
wis enough room for my knees oo, You don'texpect sireich-
out comfort in o car fike this and you don’t gevit, but for its
extremely compact outside dimensions the Fiesta is impres
sively POy,

Four versions are available—basic, L, 5 nnd Ghia—and the
basic model is already well equipped with inertia-reel front
sentbelis, adjustable driver’s backrest, 2-speed wipers wilh
washer, folding rear seat, gas struts to hold the hstchback
open, steel-belted radial tires and Tront disc brukes. Tnstns-
meniation is ypical for this class of car, consisting of speei-
ometer, fuel pauge and cooloni-temperature indicator
plus o small group of waming lights, The dash has s BMW look
[Lutz: **MNothing wrong with that!"") with its flat shelf across
the passenger side. Upholstery and coverings are plain in the
basic car, upgraded by steps in the other three versions. [
menns a package of luxury and convenience items, 5 is the
sports package and Ghinis the top of the line.

Three engine optisns are offered . Ford started with the Gaith-
Ml wld Kemt pushrod Fowr (memed for the faciory in England
whore it's produced) and redesipned it for liphtness and sim-
plicity, suving about 11 Ib altogether by mensures such as
reducing the number of main bearings from five (o ihree, The
basic engine has 957 co and develops 4 bhp on regular fuel;
mext step up is a premium-fuel version with 45 bhp, and the
top engine has o longer stroke, | 117 ce and 53 bhp. For America
the | 5% Kenl engine will be used, essentially the same one
that powered the orgingl Pinto, and will probably deliver
somiewhene between 60 and T bhp.

An entirely new drivetrain had 0 be developed and it is
simple and compaet, The engine is placed 1o the right, with un
all-synchro 4-speed transuxle *“behind®™™ iton the left, Withohe
differential almost directly -bengath the clurch, it is consider-
ably to the left of center and the right axbe shaft is almost fwice
ps long as the left. Engine and gearbox do not shure their odl
i in fact Ford recommiends no change of oll for the gearbox,

Earle 5. MePherson. a Ford engineer, applicd for a patent on
o new type of nont suspension in 1949, 10 has become popalnr
only inothe st W years, and by no means do all Ford cars use
it todpy, but Ford did choose it for the Fiestn. A “pure™
MePherson system uses the front anti-roll bar 1o help locaie
the wheels, in conjunction with the sprig/shock strits and
aimple lower links, bal as the Fiesta has no front a-r bar it uses
small-dismeter drog (complimce} struts for this function, The
Fiestw system hos negative steering ofTsen, as is more and more
the practice today. to reduee the effect of uneven braking or a
tire blowout, and steening 15 by rck and pinion

The rear suspension is simple and Tight. Two perforated,
ehmaast l|i|inl:|.' |r:|'ii'rr|g AT Ny the tabalgr henm axle, @
Panhard rod being wsed to locate it bterally. Coil springs are
used, and on the 8 there's an anti-roll bar, The system leaves
spice for the fuel tank shead of the asle and under the rear
seal, making for & relatively deep trunk. Brakes are the usual
disc-drum combination, with an optional vactum booster that
will prohably be standard in the American version.

Here in Europe, Ford seems 1o be very aware of the costs
and frustrations motorists bear in getting their cars serviged,
and is doing something about it, The company made a remark-
able eomebhack afler the energy crisis by offering o |-year,
20,000-Kilometer puaranice—so remarkable that the whole

industry copicd it and upped the ante to enlimited milenge.
The Fiestiv is laid ool Tor eise of mudntenanee; for instance, the
dingnostie service that is supposcd (o be done every 10 ME Km
(o) iy takes only 1.8 howrs, as compared 1o 2.5 for the also-
simphe Ford Escort, Dute says 70 percent of all Fiesta service
operations can be done in less than an hour, and you need only
look under the hood [0 see how easy the enging s to service,
Driving Impressions

E FeesTa is o nimble car, first and [oremost, 25 you expect

from a 153MkIb mini. Steering is light and guick and you
can nip around city cormers or couniry curves at very decent
specds even on the stapdacd 1455R-12 tires. But the 40-Bhp
engine 15 no Tun ol all; noksy and gutless.

A more interesting combination is the 5, with it 33-bhp
engne and tghter suspension. and 1his probably more closely
approximates the sort of Fiesta Americans will get, though the
LS. coar will inevitnbly be heavier: | found it sl nogsier, But nl
lersn i1s performance (0= mph in about 16 sec) 5 some couse

for jov. The engine revs frecly, and the stiffor suspension &
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iwhich comes also with wider tires and wheels) lets you use all
its performance Mreely on a winding road. But the added power
alzo reveals a problem, not unexpected with the unequal-
lenpth axles: The car steers to the right when you accelerate
hard. A tendency for the steering to tighten up under power is
also more noticeable with 53 bhp, but the steering never really
becomes heavy.

The Fiesta rides impressively well, softly but well controlled,
We ventured off onto unpaved road with two of the cars we
drove and found that they hidd ample spring travel and ground
clearnnce,

_I_ wouLD sum up the Fiesta as o competent, bul not outstand-

ingly pood, small car. In its “home™ market it needs a

M ROAD & TRACK

price advaniage over the Polo to compete, and it's cxpected
o have one. In America it should do very well against the
Chevette, which is not very roomy considering its size. Lutz
feels strongly that GM made the wrong decision in producing
the Chevette in the U.5., that inview of the long term marke!l-
ing chances for such a car it is too nsky (o set up producicen
facilities. Prodwction of the Ficsta in America will therelore be
considered only if it praves itself beyond current expectations:
the expectation of 100,000 cars i yenr seems a realistic one,

e =

FORD FIESTA S DRIVETHAIN
SPECIFICATIONS Tranyenssion L-spesd manual
- : Giear rateas: #1h 10.56) 3.90:1
{European Yersion) it Tl
and {2.05) v |
Isf (3L54) 14.53:]
Final drive rabsa 4.06:]

GENERAL
| Corb weight. & 1555 CHASSIS & BODY

Wihesibase, in OO0 Brodyirams ol sheel

Trach, leoal /réar o2 50520 Hrake i'r!:llm..:. .o BT, diiscs feoal,

Lenglh 14321 {.0-in. drams mear
Widlh 617 Wheels sleel disz, 120 4% )
Mesghl 535 Tires sleal radhal, 1555H-12
Fued capacily, gal 80 Steering bype . rach & mnisn
Oreenadl walsg... 18E:1
ENGINE Turns, |ock-fo-Back 14
Type ol onlitst 4 Fioad suspendasn e rson
Bote x sirake, mm 740 x50 siruls, lewer lakeal links, com-
Displacement, ccice m 1177683 pliance struls; ool spenps. ube
Comgeession ralio ..., S0l shechs
Bhp (= rpm, NN 53 (& 500 Rear suzpangion tebular alé on
Tamue 0 rpE, 18N 59 @ 3000 trailing arms & Fanhard eod: coil
Cashuredion one Foed[14) spings, b shacks, anli-rell bas
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FORD FIESTAGHIA

Cheers to Ford: We like J'GIJ;‘ bright idea!

FHETEC WY S0 P ksl

ForD ixTRODUCES THE Fiesta, Your immoedis
ate reaction o that stitcment might be: So
whal. another small car in an .:ln...uh OVEr-

|'HrpIJJ sled market, And that would be unforiunate beeause ihe
Fresta, the first fronl-wheel-dnve mind from an Amencan nuio
maker even il it is built in Germany, is a line small car. Fiestas
first rolled off the assembly tine ot Saarlouis, Germany, the some
plani where LS, Frestas are buely, in Muay 1976, but the carliest
stapes of development which would uhtimately resultin the Fiesta
had their beginnings in 1969, In September of thatvear the iden
of Ford entering the market with a subcompact car was proposcd
by Ford of Europe and a task force was spproved to study initil
feasibility. Although the germ of the idea came {rom Europe, the
Fresta is III.J|".' an inlbernalionil -|.I|.,:.|g:| It was .j.FIlFlp,l-lu,l in- the
LS., researched on three conlinents, designed by o team of
Evropeans and Americans, engineered in Germany and is built
in three countries: England. Germany and Spain.

In concepl i Follows the now familiar front-wheel-drive, 2-
door hatchback, fmily-car confipunition popularized by the VIV
Fabbil and the Honda Civie, IU's no coincidence that the overall
shape s sinkingly similar 1o the Rabbil as the Fiesta was
pattermed alier the VW Polo, o scaled down version of the Rubhii
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nod sold an the ULS, Shiee 4.5 in. out of the Rabhit's wheelbage,
pare the overall length by 8.2 in, knock abost 200, ol the tack,
width and height and, veild, you'd have the Fiesta,

Providing roomy accommaodations, for four adulis in g car
MEWSUTINE -ln]".' 3] in, more than 12 1t ign't easy but Ford
maniges this Feat without resoriing (o irick mirmors o oiher
deceplions, There really are no scerets. The space savings offered
by front-wheel drive, a transverse drivetmin layout and a boxy
h.ill.hh\.de |'|-|‘.ld'l. are well known and Ford has veed all three (o
maximum advi iniage, The interior i aboul as roomy 25" 3
Hul:!tu'l's excepl in one. area—leg room. As clever as the Fiesta
engneers are, they aren’t magicians and there’s no getung
around the Fiesta’s 4.5-in. shorier wheelbase. A compromise wa
citlled fosr, The Figsta's front seats don't move as Farafl as they do
in the Rabbit so drivers tuller than fi 1 2 in. might be a little short
of leg roeom but, conversely, rear-senl occupants who are less than
A0 Him. tall pet mdequate leg and knee room even with the front
el pushed all the way back.

Adthgugh the Fiesta is buili in Evrope vou can’l escape the fact
that it's a caplive import when you start looking down the option
list, In the best Detroil tradition, it's long and intimidating. Four
tnm levels are offered: standard, a decor option group, o sport



option grokp and the wp-of-the-line Ghis option group, We have
peither the space nor the patience lo describe each oplion group
in detail, but a brief explunation will reduee conluston when you
visit your local Ford dealer. All Fiestas come equipped with
Blichelin steel-belted radil-ply tires, (rent dise brakes, mck-and-
piion steering, fold-down rear seat and gas strues o hold the
haichback apen., laisdfuinivitkilion is :i||.||:|||: aind readable wiih
two large cincular dinls situated directly in fronl of the driver; (he
lefu. diaf housing the speedometer and the one on the right.the
coolant iempermiiine pnd fuel-level gauges, Heater/vent controls
e ]l;lEi-'.:ull_',.' I.IFFI-I'Ii:fd amnd the most gsed controls are conye-
akently locaied on three sicering column stalks, The lever on the
lefi petivates the turn signals, high beam, headlgght ash and
horm, while thie two on the nghtoperate the lights and windshigld
wipers:

Bedering the decor group adds such things asreclining frond
seals{shame, shame, Ford, Uhese shoasld be stondord D) ow convies
niently localed seat-back relense lever, a rear-window heater, a
glove box door and integral arm restsfdoor pulls An intermiltent
position i added o the wiper control and an elecine stulk-
npﬂ'm:d wather rllFﬂ.u.'l."- the foot-activited wacher ol e Bise
Fiesta. OF course, ihe usunl assorimenl of exienior brightwork
and upgrded vinvl and cloth opholstery are included:

Moving on to the sport option group,. (he ' most significant
additions are {.5-in. wider wheels, uppmded sespension mclad-
ing a rear anti-roll bar, a 4-spoke padded swwering wheel in place
of -t standnrd 2-spoker and a tachometer. The high=line Ghia
featires such things as extr sound insulation, wider wheels and
tires. w Enchometer, slorage Eli.'lli,:h'\‘.lh n the doors, a d; |'|.'.-'|:|i:E.1'I.l
mirror {this should be siandard on every Ficsia also) and mone
plush maeterials for the carpeting. seats and door (rim. paneks
Mulurally-youwcan alo order convenignce itlems such as finfed
glass, various radios, removable/lip-up roof panels; air condi-
tioning. power-assisted brokes, dress-up items such as cast alumi-
num wheels and functional extras like opening fronl vent
windows and o rear-wind ow wiper/washer,

Far this test we borrowed the two most interesting Fiesta
maddels: the Cihia version we tested and a sport Fiesta which we
drove |1l1.'|IJlI|'l:I re the chassis differences between the two models,
There’s a definite look and feel of luxury to the Ghia imterior. IUs
nicely detailed and o high level of fit and finish i evident
1!1:1:unh-.:u|.1: I abyiaus ]urd stylists went oo ot of trouble o
hide interior painted surfaces: All the posis and the rear wheel-
well humps are trimmed and the door trim panels extend up o
the bottom of the side glass, The lront seats are wider and more
comloriable than in the other 'models and are overed g soll
berly-gripping corded cloth material. Most diivers found the
w1is in 'I|II."‘\.|:'Il.'irI Fiesta harder, latter and EI."I'|EIT.‘|“_‘- liess combfior-
ahler" Both cars hod the optonal instrumentation that adds g
ehometer (without a redline mdicated) and moves the foel level
andd coolanl lemperture gauges (o 8 small dial inscricd between
the [arger ones. A glaring problem with either thestandand or
optional instruments is the flay plastic cover wihich reflectslight
into the driver's eves.In-the Ghia, unusually tasteful-looking
saciulisted wood extends along the leading edge of the dash and
surrounds the instrument cluster, breaking up the monotony of
the otherwise all-Black fascen, In ihe sport. Fiesta 4 lat-finish
atlver material terves the same e Bothe cars were |.'i.ll.|i|'|[!{'||
with the 2-way sanroal that features two-imterchiangeable moof
paneds. One is sicel painied body eolor and the other & tinted
saliely glass which is trealed o #ppear trnsparent Frosm imsidde b
screens out o high percentige of* the sun's rays w keep down
interior heal. These panels cancbe tilled up at “the rear edge 1w
|1r'|'|1r|1'.|. I'Iu'.'l.a1|m.r|||_:h venlifation or remaoved when the driver
desires alfresco motoring. Ondering thesunieol or the opening
Vedil wiiges i wiortliw hile begnuse the standand ventlation sysiem
i5 I'.I'I.IJEiJI.Il M small cutboard dagh-level vents don®t sonvel
encugh to wllow air o be directed where it needed mostand the
central !'Iip- up el Lt anl -.rrll:..' Wlspes ol pir even when fome fed
by the fon.

As expecied. the hutchback design results in impressive pack-

ape earrving abdlity, With the rear seal op and the trunk secuniy 2=
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panel in place there are 6,3 cu 1 of stommge capacity, With the rear
seal folded, an additonal 19.1 cu 1t become avatlable. The
second figure includes the rear footwell companments bul leaves
space for the dnver (0 see out the rear window and compares to
042 and 10,7 cu 17 for the Rabhit,

Ihe Fiesia is powered by a 15399-c¢ four eylinder with casi-inomn
|1]|.|-|.:E .i|r|:| ]ll;';ll;l q:ll] |.|-'|.'|."r|!||:;ld. 'l.'il.t'ﬂ,!h 1.1|'!r|!r:|l-:|J. I'l_'.- FI-IJ:’-h roelds, IS
essentially o 1977 version of the engine that powered the anginal
Fines, though s now produced at Dagenham; Englond, instead
of Kent: The engine sturis easily, sulfers from a little stumbling as
iwarms U and also following a hot soak bul otherwise exhibits
good - driveability, Torevs freely (o 6000 rpm and suilfers from a
d-cylinder - resonance that seis in at aboul 3700 rpm, an cpgine
.~||'||.'1.'I|l thmt ll‘!l:llj.:tl:l.'.'- b 75 |'|!||'!||1 wlu.-,!ll. 1% |1igh l_‘!'l.-lluEll. above aorminl
driving speeds 1hal the buzsing never becomes bothersome,
Weighing only 1835 |b and with 6b bhp and 82 Ib-N of torque on
tap the Fiesta is on eager performer. It runs from 0-60 mph n
only-l LS sec ond wmips the quarter-mile lights at 182 se6 That's
faster than the Rabbit we tested m May 1975 which recorded
fghrés” ol 127 and. 19075 in these acceleration lests, but
remember the Intter car was tested with our old equipment and

we'd expect the performance of the two cars o be about equal if

they were lested vnder the same conditions. The one negative
aspect of such snappy acceleration 5 rubberbanding ol the
drivetrin and hopping of the frontwheels during hard inaal
acceleration-and an tight wrns with the power applied. This
condition, along with the tendency for the car 1o pull to the night
when power was applied, was much reduced in the sport Fiesta
we drove. Except for o rotund-house throw from 2nd to 3nd, the
shift inkage is foirly tvpical Fora fwd car—a'little vaguoe burquick
and light, Incidenially, an automatic transmission is conspicuous
by 1ts absence from the Fiesta's extensive option list. The reason,
Ford siys, 15 that pn sutomabic would extract foo greal o
performance penaliy, Bazed on our lesting, however, we belicve
the Fiesta could handle an automatic quite nicely.

The Fiesia 15 a5 much fun' o stop asatis o make po. Both cars
we drove had the oplional. power assist resulting in. just. aboul
wleal pedal effom: 300b fora-0.5g stop, The Fiesta's dise/ dium
combination sullered no fade and hauvled the car to a stop from
60.and 80 mph-in impressively short distances with very good
control. The only thing that prevented us from giving the brakes
an excellent mting was the moderate wsevere front locking that
accom panied the panic stops.

The Ghia hasa very comfortable ride and iC’s ebvious that for
this top-of-the-line Ficsta, Ford enginecrs went 1o great lengths
to provide the tvpe of ride most American posteriors demand,
The Ghia is softer than the Babbit and has considerably mone
comphiance built into the bushings 1o reduce the hiarsh thumping
over small sharp bumps that is so noticeable in the Rabhil
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Conversely, large dips and bumps upset the Ghia more than the
Rabbit and there’s a definite necd for inereased rebound damp-
ing from the front shocks to prevent the annoying hop encoun-
tered during hard acceleration on level surfaces and even nosmal
applications of throttle up steep hills, With the sport option the
Fiesta driver gives up some ride comforn in retum for im proved
handling. The Ghin's large-amplitude suspension motions be-
come shorter and choppier bul better controlled; fromi- wheel
]m;'npmg i= redweed and the overall ride 15 harsher bubsull more
complinnt than the Rabhit's. _

Nimble and responsive is an apt descnption of Fiesta han-
dling. The steering is light and quick and just about ideal fors
dorting around slower cars and tight terns. Both versions exhibir
chaméteristic fwd understeer, the sport version a little less, thanks
o sts pear anti-roll bar And the way they stick when cornening on
their optional wider wheeks and tires is confidence Jmplrmg

. |.J|Jr.,"l.||11|1 Forl alficials are often asked these days ,:.. Wth
the small car market dead in the water, why are you g:-mp whesadd
with your plant to imroduce the Fiesta?’ The answér Fordsays;
is simple. The small Gar sarket may be down'butit’s certainlvnot
dead. And s going o prow. an the years ahead under the
pressure of inflation, the nging cost of gasoline and the need ToF
the car industry o meet government-mandited fuel economy
standards. Another imporiant reason, according to Ford, 15 thae
within the small ¢ar markel there’s one sepment thal K8 8n-
tinued to grow in share despite the ups and downs of the 1ol
small car market. That'sthe mini car segment=—a pari of the small
car marketl Ford defines as those cars with an overall length of less
than 165.00in, a curb weight of less than 2000 1b and a base
engime of less than iwo liters.

"ntllu:-nﬁh ne prices have been released for the Fi TEta yet. we o
estimate the base price to be around 53450, Jess than & Rabbit bui
mare thin a Honda Civie CVCC or the Chevrole! Cheveiieithe,
Fiesta’s major domestic competitor. The high-line. Ghia will”
probably sell for around $4200, with the sther two models falling
between these two figures. In the six months since its introduction
in continenia]l Europe, 118,400 Ficstas have been sold, the best
siles I‘H’.Tﬁ“’l‘l"l: nee of any new car in Eutopean history, IF this is
=y mi.lll.ull-'n and il the Fiesta proves o be as reliable and
inexpensive o maintain as Ford believes it will. we look for the
Fiesta 1o enjoy a fong, happy and successful life in the American

market:
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ROAD TEST

FORD FIESTA

PRICE

List price, FOUE Debroul . est 53450

Frace'as fested . est S4E45
Frice-as tested imcludes cast alloy
wheets (est. $200), Hlip-up sum-
poal (sl 1500, venl windews (el
$500, nedr wipar/wazher (sl
$50), power assisbed brakes (et
60), rear-window heater (esf
5703, AW radio (est §55)

MAMUFACTURER
Ford Dwasion, Ford Molar Co
P Bax 2053
DeatBarn, Mich. 4812)

GENERAL

Corb weight, b ... 1835
Test weight 1985
'ﬁ'ﬂ{lﬂ desiribution {wilh drwver],

fonlireas, % K h1/35
Waeelhase, in,
Teach, ftunbd via

kgl

“Wadth

Hesght ...

Emm clesrance

Cweahang, Innk/rear i I.l'.i
\Usable trunk spate, s 63+ 19,
Fued capacity. 11.5: pal L0,

Targue: (5 rpm, Ib-H
Cashuretion

rugl requirement, unlesded, 91061
Exhausl-emissson control equip:

Warranty, mo/mi

ENGINE

| —— e iR
Bare x sirohe, mm.,. ..

ELD x 78,0

Equivalent i 3180 307

Displeeement, eefew in.. 159997 6
Compresaman rafia . b5
B @ rom, nel

.. Bf @ ﬁﬂ'ﬂ[l'
LB @ wuﬂ
ane Weblr n:?l.l]

Equivalent mph .
Equivalent mg

ment catalyfic converber, air B
jgclion, exhaust-pas recirculatioe

MAINTENANCE

Sensge inleraals, mic

il change__ ... 7500
Filler zherpa ; 1500
Chasafy Tule agne
Minor buneup 15,000
Mager luneup F0.000
~12#12.000

ROAD TEST RESULTS

ACCELERATION
Time ke dizlance, see:

0=100 1,

=300 11, ...

1320 1 (% mi) .
Speed al end of B mi, mph
Time be spaed, e

1-30 mph

(-0 mph .

I=50 mph

0-£0 mph

D70 mgh

(B0, mph ..
0-5) =zh i
SPFEEDS tN ﬂFJLIIS

A5 popr (5000 rpa)...

b (SOl

Znd (00D

Ist (G00d) ...

FUEL ECONODMY
Normal driwing. mgh ... 35.0
Ciufsing sange, mi {1.gal, resh. 315

HANDLING
speed on 100-H. radius, mph. 32?
Lateral acceleration, e ||
Enlnllhm]'nﬂﬂsl-anm mph. 5’5]‘

Ead P ek e : il e g
£l P O e =l LAl e DL Lt
P T T R T -]

BRAKES
Weimem slopping disfences, i
From &0 mph i,
From &80 mph — 7
Coslral in panic &lop_ . wery good
Pedal ellord for 0.5g slop, b . 30
Fade: porcenl increase in pedal
clfort to maintaim 0.5¢ decalera-
ton in G staps lram &0 mph sl
Parking: bold J0% grade? yés
Qverall keake rafing very gopd

INTERIOR NOISE

Al noise readings in dBA:
Idie in pewdral
Maximum, lsf gear .,
Constank 30 mph

5l mph

0 mph ...

90 mph ...

SPEEDOMETER ERROR
A0 mut indicated & 2cheally . 31.0

Ddomater, 10.0 mi _

DRIVETRAIN
Transmisson — ... 4-5p manual
Gear rafios: 4eh (0.88) ... 3.05:1

Jrd {1.X5) il
and I:E.I]E-] |
Il (1580 l
Final drive ratio i

CHASSIS & BODY
Layaut trant engine/fraal drive
Body/rama unif stexl
drake system B T-in. discs Tread,

10 x|, % dums rear; vacuum
aished
Swipl area, 5900, 164
Viheals gasf 12 0 0%]
Tires Michelin I, 1955R-12
Sleering type fack & pinign
{weral ralio 186:1
Turrs, Bck-10:lock 34
Tursisg cocle, B 30,3
Fron! ™ suspension:  MacPhesson
strubs, lower laferal links, com:
plianze stnsls, eail sprngs, lube
shocks
Rear suspension; fubular aals on
trailing amms & Manhaed ‘red, il
springs, fube shocks

INSTRUMENTATION

Instruments: B0-mph speede. 000
epm taeh, 59 %30 ado. 999.9 ldp
oda, coolind bemp, Feed bevel

Warmng hghts: @l press., beake 5y
fem, altemalor, rear-mindom heal,
harard. seaibells, high heam, di-
rechignals

ACCOMMODDATION
Sealing capacity, persessy
Seat widih, for a2 20, 0/480
Head ream, fir Ih54355
Seal hach sdjustmesd, dug 15

CALCULATED DATA
Lb/bhp [l2st weaght) k18]
Mphs 1000 rpm 41k geary . 205
Enpet revs/mi (50 mph) 2930
Pisbony Eravel, 15mi 143%
R&T steesing index ... . [03
Brike swepl anea, sqoindlon 170

ACCELERATION




Ford enters the Brave New World

_ In.case you haven't had
| the pleasure of a lnp

{ down lo your local Ford
dealership. and you
haven't had the radic or
TV on, you mighl bé un-
awird thal Ford Motar Company hos
introduced ing best-selling car in Eu-
ropa, the Flesta, to thesa shores. The
German-meade, ront-drive minicar is
Ford's answer to the Chevelle, Rabbif,
Civicand Corplla-like cars that may
soon bethe Caner-decread Amarican
Stanckard

According 1o the original plan
halched in Dearbomn, the Fiesla was
scheduled to be introduced lasl
spring. For awarioly of reasons, nol
the least of which was Henry Fond
II's weorry at the end of 1976 that the
small-car market in the U.5. had
gone "soft,” tho debul of the Fiesta
was postponad untll this monih.
Thanks to President Carler's spring-
time anargy speach, lhe small-car
markel S again firming up, So il
looks ke Ford's iiming couldn't have
been beller. Plans call for the impor-
tation of Fiestas from Ford's Saar-
lowis plant in Garmany.

The Flasta is not Ford's first at-
lempl al & front-wheel-drive car, That
honar belongs to the l-fated Carndi-
nal of 1962, which was cancaled jus!
&0 diays betore (he starl of produc-
tion. [The Cardinal looling was

e ————

packed up and shipped o Germany,
whara the car was produced as thae
Ford Taunus 126 unlil the late Six-
thes, although its V-4 engine contin-
ues n production lo this day.) Tha
Fiesla is ihe first car Ford has buill
with a fransverso fronl-whisel-drive
setup, howaver, 'Work on thie Fiesta
began In the lale Sixtles, and early
warsions af the car ware shown 1o
selected English, German, Franch,
lalian and Spanish drivers al a styl-
ing “elinie inc Switzerland [(neutral
territory) in 1972, Al his lime, the
Fiesta layoul was still "fiuid"—both
front- and rear-wheel drive varsions
wars shown 1o tha groups in Switzar-
land, By 1573, a fronl-drive configu-
ration had been selected, and the
body design had developed to a
production-ready leval

In Amarica tha Fiasta has a 1600ce
(97 Beid) in=ling OHV d-cylinder. pow-
grplant in place of the 857cc
(5B8.4cid) and 1117cc (G6.2cid) en-
gifas ugsed in the European Fiestas.
Even with tha emission confiral
equipment thal @i enginegs are sad-
died wilh nowadays, the Fiesla is just
as snappy as the Valkswagen Rabbal.
Like the Rabbil, the Fiesta owes ils
sprighlly performance 1o a good
power-to-weight ratio; rather than ihe
usual Amarican lechnigua ol stulling
the lprgesi avallable englne (regard-
lags of iis waight) into a given chas-

by BOB HALL
Sis. The and resull is a balanced car
What seems a lillle sirange o me
iz that the Fissta manages 10 parlorm
ke a Rabbit with littke of 1he laler's
tachnical sophishcalion. The Fiesia
has nelther the overhead cam nor
the fuel injection of the Rabbil, yet it
is virtually as quick. Maximum power
output of the Fiesia (66 hp at S000
rpm) 5 12 hp less than the Rabhbit,
yel I s only .7 sec slower in tho
guarler mile. Bolh of the cars weigh
approximately ihe same.

Flasta Rabbi
0-30 mph 345 siec 130 sec
0-60 mph 11.67 sog 110 s8c
Standing
Ye=milg :
(secfmph)  17.81/74.7 17.88/75.4

Probably the Fiesta's only real
stumbling block in the Stales will be
the lack of an automatic gearbox. Let
me get ane hing siraight, howewver: |
think the lack of an automatic is
great. since | U Hold 1he fAow -
popular view ihat you ahoukdn't  be
able 1o gel an operator's license |
you can't drive a stick. Unfortunalaly,
thousands of Americans who have
convinced themselves they can’t
drive a stick will miss oul on the
Fiesta until Ford drops a slush box in
it. As manual transmissions o, ha
Fiesla's iz {ine, although the gear-

_change has a tendency towards balk-
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ing il the 2-3 upshilt s horried, Oth-
orwise, the change s belter than
meost  transverse-engined front-drive
cars I've driven (thé gear-changa can
he particularly nasty with this sort ol
enging/ransmission layout).

Considering thalt the Fiesta's. sus-
pension (ke the power unil) is, er,
somewhatl less sophisticated than
that of some of ils rivals, the ride and
handling aré both Surprisingly good.
Fiasta's IFS systerm consists ol tha
now-tamiliar MacPharson struls, and
a rigid beam axle k5 used at the raar,
All Fiesias with the optional “*Sport”
group, such as our tasi car, have a
rear slabilizer bar and somawhal sul-
for springing than the standard car,
This is:a mixed blessing, sinca ihe
Fiesta S rides much mora stitfly than
its standard counterpart and (in my
apinion) doesn’t handle much better.
The car in slandard form handles
beaulifully and rides superbly for a
car with such a short wheelbase. In
fact, the baseline Fiesta “feels™ guite
like a gutsy Renault 5—soll, smooth
and swilt cornering, with fols of body
rodl. In this guise, however, the Flesta
sulfers from an inordinalte amount of
waight transter-induced pilching dur-
ing accoleralion, The rear of the car
squals 50 much that, under hard ac-
caleration, the front (drive) wheals
can break contact with the pave-
manl. When ihe Fiesta begins thessa
antics, there arne some amusing cam-
bar changes: which look as though
ihey could lead to odd tire wear i
ong ware foolish enough (o make
full-power, lire-burning starts the rule
rathar than the excepllon. With its
axtra stiffness, the S is allocted 1o 8
much lesser axtanl.

The Fiesta S test car was fiited

with the optional vacuum booster for
the front disc/rear drum brakes,
Stopping distances were slightly bai-
ter than average, at 321 # from 30
mph and 1580 i from 60 mph. Wa
also drove a standard car wilhoul tha
assisted brakes, which stopped in
comparable distance bul reguirad
much more pedal alfort,

interior layoul of the Fiesla is
aboul the best I've seen on a small
car. All af the instrumenialion is
grouped directly in front of the driv-
or, and legibility is excellenl. In-

strumentation ¢n all Flestas consisis
of speedometer, fual gauge and tam-
paralure gauge. The opltional 5 and
Ghia groups add a trip odomelér and
tachometer 16 this. To each side of
the instrument clustar pod, thers is a
shall-like cddmenls tray. similar to
thai in the Honda Civic, which sup-
plements the large glovebox. Handy.
Another neal lealure of the car is tha
placement of the haadlamp switch,
high/low beam selector, wiper
switch, windshield washer control
and lurn Indicator on stearing
column-mounted slalks. The horn is
also actuated by pressing one of the
stalks toward the steering column,
which seams 1o be cheapar but hard-
or 1o hit in an @maergency than a
stesring whaal hub=mounted horn
button would ba.

The seating package of the Fiesta
is also worthy of merit. | can’l figurg
oul how the Ford engineers gol so
much room in this pint-sized car,
With the Iront saals pushed well
back (to make room for B-loot-3 oc-
cupants) there is still sulficient room
in the rear seats lor a pair of G-lool-
grs. The seals themselves are com-
foriable. and on the S they are faced
with a snazzy stripad cioth. With the
excaption of the base model, all Fies-
tas are oquipped with fully reclining
seals.

Another feature that makes the
Fiesta comfartable is the car's gener-
ous glass anea, The Foasia comes as
close (o hawing J60-degres wisibility
as any fixed-roof car | have driven,
thanks to it's low bellling amd slim
pillars.



As little cars go, 1he Fiesta is quile
a good loo ith & decidedly mod-
: Tha car i (in the
o the Molor Trend stafl)
attractive in 5 form with the
slandard "'go Taster' siripes and op.
tional aluminum wheels
Fiesta also wears its h
bumpers better fhan
competilion and manag

attenlion, since i .
die of April; bul the car was noliced
by lew peopla, with the possible ex-
ception of VW Rabbit drivers. Appar
ently, the car looks like a Rabbit to

the untrained oye

In adcition to the earlier-mentioned
xm with vehicular weight trans-
er, thera area a couple more rough
adges which could uwse a litlis
hing out.” The wenlilalion sys-
tem is not up to the standard of the
rest al ihe car, with tha two free-flow
vanis mounted al ihe comears of the
daszh Incapable ol delivering or di-

Ford Fiesta

recting needed alriow
19 & windo
er on thea : 3
belng ditheult o
the interior inte an inferno or an ice-
bBox, with precioes liftle in between
|'_'_'|:|n5rr£|=.':i11g Ll |_'|I_||‘5.t:'1|'|1:|ir'1|5:| darleg
Evropean Ford products have been
in these areas, the Fiasta’s star dims
a bit here.
For H= first time in thie Brave MNew

o i

j i':'_‘_ft‘:_:"!;"'.ﬁr i ]
TN AR b
eI

World of trans y fromi-whaal-drive.
Fard hai done an admirable job. The
car has its shortcomings, but then
what car is perfect? Al this writing,
prices have nol been announced [or
the Fiesta, although Henry Ford 11 did
state that iha Fiesta would be
“ehoeaper than the Rabbit."" If that
means the Fiesta S carries a price
tag less tham 54100, it may

b the buy of the year.

=r

———— i
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Specifications

GEMERAL

He. of U.S. dealers .........
WRITBIY ocicininieimrisisimraiasins
BEES PHOB oo
Price as tosted ..........cccoimnae

POWERTRAIN

Englng tYPE ..cicmiisimimemimmm
Bore & siroke ....emeem
Eaplacemont . isiomm o
Horsepower al mpm ..o
Torque (Ib-11) Bl rPMm oo
Comprasslon ratlo ...cowiew
Carburetlon .mmemsiminsissa
Transmisslon ...oacmmsmiaias
Final drlve ratlo ..o

CHASSIS

Bady /IFAM® re i e wianiniaa
Suspinslon, fronl ...

TBEF i

Stowaring ype .ol
Turns [ock-lo-lock ......ocoemie

Turming clrcia diameter ......
Brakes, fronl ... ..ceimesiemo

PBar .,
Tires, make & 8I20 .o,

DIMENSIONS

Track, lront ..., giisa

TBAr .....
Lengih ...
Widih .......
Halghl .............
Curb Walght ....ommmimanans

Fual E'-ﬂ:ﬂﬂ'l?ll]' S

B e W .

5200

12 monthe/ 12,000 miles
N/ A al time ol wriling
/A at tkme of writing

OHY in-line 4

3.2 % 3.1 0n.

876 cuw, In, /1589 o
66 At 000

B2 at X200

A.5:1

Single 2-bbl

d-spd manunl

.08

Lirvitizod

MacPherson struts, coll
aprings

S=link dead beam axke, coll
springs, tubular shock
absorbers, siabilizer bar
Rack and plnlon

MrA

MHA

8.7 in. disc

7.0 % 1.2 In. drum
12 % 4.5

Michalln X 165 SR 12
staal-balled radial

800 n,

525 |n,

52,0 [n,

1471 in. |
B1.7 In, U
52,3 in

1776 b

1000 LG, gals.

Lt a e
e W

Test Data

ACCELERATION

B-=-30: mPR vt (Pl a0 45 R
O=40 MPR oo isimim oo . BAT gor
B-50 mMph cociinnininim i s . B.O8 poc
0-50 mph oo e e 11,87 gog
0-T0 mph oot e srmivima 15,98 GG

0-80 mph ...

T - LT

B0-B0 mMph o sisisiaisismnine 5,07 SBO
Btanding quarter mile ......... 17.91 zac
Speed ot end of guarier

mile ... TSI STST SR L i [ ]

BRAKING

L ) . -3 I | |
BO-0 MUPH o iinimessimmin ssingares 148,811

FUEL

CONSUMPTION

EPA welghled average ... M/A af fime of writing
MT T3-mille lesl loop .o 33,8 mpg

NOISE LEVEL

Interior ot 30 mph .., B1 dBA
Interlior &l 55 mph ..o 73 dBA
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HEALEY
FIESTA

Donald Healey works his magic
BY TONY HOGG
Fresta on July 1977, we de-

E ‘m FIESTA ?
¥ . -
HE”'I: sertbed it as fast, Tun and fune-

tonal. Recently we had the 11p|1|.l-r|||:1||_l.. of testing ihe Henley
Fiesta, a concept car based on the Fiesta but breathed o by the
legendary Donald Healey, and our verdict is that it is faster, more
fun and still guite Munctional, Unloriun: whely, it's nol fegal,

The |'||,..1I|.." Fiesta s o one-of-a-kKind car conceved i the
tradition of the 1275 MmO oOper 5ol o doren vears apo. Ford
plans o exhibil it a1 varous automobile shows around the
country, although there is no intention al preseat of putting i
ik r-md uction,

The rh‘lJ_'- of the car is the familiar 2-door hatchbuck, but in
appeanince i looks very smart with o coat of what used 1o be
known as British Racing Gireen, and yellow pinstriping. It is
distinguished by a front spoiler neatly integmied with the
fenders, and by its doughnut tires, Firestone BRGOD-13 S5 rudials
mounied on "hr:mr||1n... |1-1n] whieels, Iur;l.m-l under the fender
Mares. I addition. the cir has l"'l L Sguare Carello H& he ,1.,f|||_|||q.
and smaller Hella driving lights in between them

Ihe mmberior of the car rl.l"- ASPOrEAE appearance 10 mateh the
extenior. The rear seats hove been eliminnted 1o sccommodate o
ralibar, und the spare is located horizontally in the center of the
flocr, The Wolfree seats have cloth |,||'|I||_'||-,|;|_=[:.- and are high:
stded [or lateral support. The small-diamcter sieening wheel s a
Motolito and an additional console-mounted panel cont; AININE a
valimeter. a ¢lock and an ol 12 mperaiure gauge supplements the
normal instrumentation. Another necess: ary ._1|J:|J||||1:1 & o raeraal
choke Mor the Weber carbureior.

Under the hood the engine compartment is remarkably un-
IE ROAD & THACK

Wiinx wie First bexted the Ford

cluttered, because the first 1|||||.|,_: Healey did was o remove the
emsscns conlrel 1.|.|-IJ|J'|:I:|crH The chaging itself is |1||_ (o muinicars
il 1399 ce. and it is of cast iron with valves ope rated by pushrods
By toduy's stundards i’ unsaphisticated and |;_|.J1|l.|_=tl.. ald;
having been developed from the |.6-liter unit used in some of ihe
carly Pintos and. of course, in the Escorts and Cortinas.

In wcldinion, it has seen service in races and rallics as a Formula
Ford engine and in the Escort Mexicos, which were used in a
succesalul sedan mcing class in England with the cars named
alter the winner of the 16.000-mile Loadon-to-Mexico World
Cup Eally in 1970, In consequence, its imittions are known and
o consedemable amount of speed equipment i available for it
Healey started off by increasing the compression mtio from 8.5:1
to [ 121 by installing different pistons and & Mexico head, which
had previously been ported and fow tested.

The valve timing was obviously restricted on the original
éngine in order to |l|.‘|['l meet emission standards, so a different
camshafl was fitted allowing considerably more valve overlap.
However, it's not a radical grind, and it is perfectly suitable for
Mrect wsc. pormuiting o smooth wlle. The intake manifiold s
matched o the paris and 10 the Weber 32736 RGY 2-barrel
carburetorn, The erossflow head exhausts into o fabricated bunch-
of-bananas manifold in front, and the distributor advance curve
has been Wilored to the reguirements of the enging mther than to
the requirements of emissions control. ¥

Healey gave us some chassis dynamometer figures up 1o 5500
rpm. at which speed he obtained a reading of 80 bhp at the front
wheels but b estimates the peak is probably 105 bhp SAE netat
6200 rpm. although the engine will go 10 7000, but not very
cilectively, Not w anbimg Lo scatler il |I.I." conlined oumelves o



SO0 rpm inowr acceleration runs. The stock engine m LS, trim
gives 66 bhp at SO0 rpm, so the increase in power is a wselul one.

Daring the course of several phone conversations with Donald
HLJ!L'I. 5 30N lfll:lll'rn..t m E "EE g, he |'||_||a|l...+,! oul that the
l.!lr'lglﬂ al idea wis mod 1o muke 5 reil road burner oul of the car bul
Wy first orestore 0 o what it would have been withoul e
limitations of smog control and then take it a little bit further in
ihie state of tune, The result 15 2 predty ot car by our standands
but merely a qm-..l-. streel maching by l-ump-..m gandands,

The clulch is stock and so are the gear ratios, although the fnal
dfve mateo has been changed Imom 35800 to 4.29:1.

In ':"Ul'lll'lb_lllull Fresta test we rated the brakes as wETY J__-r-m‘l. il
all that has been done 1o them i to swap the Front pads for
Mintes heavy-duty pads. The sieening hias mid been modified. bl
the suspension has been changed with shightly siffer sprimgs and
Kaoni wdjusiable shocks,

Fhe Healey Resta i3 oa joy 1o drive, although it has ool
undergone o Tull road development program and is therefore
J.JLJ\.I:IIb sonmew it in skspension rehimemeni nnd m other desnils
The scating pasition s comiorable and heagh with escellent
visibility except for o blind spol created by the rollbar,

The engine requires the use of the manuil choke when started
from cald, but ot dies smoothly when warm and has o pleasant

FRIINTTS BY 3 BURE

burble in the walpipe. On driving off, the frst impression is thal
the engine is entirely free bo wind oul as Faras itwill go, and it has
that harsh feel unigque 10 high-compression engines,

A common Teature of |r.ms-.-.cn.:-|z:|5_inu, fron=drve cors % 0
proncunced fendency for the engine/iransaxle 1o twist on s
mdunts, making the clutch engagement and ncceleration erratic
becanse the throtle linkage = affected by ihe movement of the
drivetrain, Because of the increased power of the Healey Ficsta
Lnb'rl'll. this |1,'II.-I.1L"I'II.'|- is aerentuated, 5o one hos 1o feed the power
1ok i1 myone b‘l-]lJ.U.l“.'r ratbver Ui | UL 1 ||||.|I1!||.__ aii Lhe develemior,

Another endency disploved by the Healey Fiesta is sirong
e steer, which is inherent in cirs with this Enging Iransmis-
AT |..|:-.-:1|.|I when II‘1¢'_'. hive been breathed on, 1t |1|..||1|:I'-|:'~.I:n itsell
in frent wheel 1I11|:l when H.L'L"L'tl.'l'illiIIE an Jow 'r|'||."|,:-|l\.. I'.Ilr:l'..'l.l:l; Las
cir at specd over a poor road is A littde like flying an airplane, in
teint you only correct its magor devintions allowing the minor ones
iy ke core of themselves,

The Muotolie sicering wheel is Fashionably small, which
menns it's fidiculously small enless you are driving o fommula car
with half o turn lock=to-loek amd o body that hmats the diameter
of the wheel, Fashion is presumabdy impornt the size of the
wheel doesn’t help much in countening the iorgue sieer, alibough
it daes hiove a thick rim 1o rln.n.'l-,lr: maxmum grip. Fhie minicar
wilthi the miost tofgue sleer 1n the standard Torm 1% the Flonda
Ui, and it has o siecring wheel of aermal dimensions, bul of
simulated woodd which slips through vour hands: The whecl in
e Headey is a great improvement,

With the |..'h|.'|:|.‘r|i|.r|| ol ||1|1E' Vil throw Troam 2ad 4o 3nd —the
lewer tends o h.‘1|l|. LEfY i the neu il gailc the Fiestia's 1fiismis-
g ks gowdd a5 one can expect inoo car in which the gear-
ban s lotally remote from s operating lever. In the Hl..'il.lL'-.
version, the performance of the car s vastly improved by
'!-h'..'lHl.I'l.:I'l" the final deive rtss because 10 makes d0h o wseful et
ﬁlr.h.uhr itieen work instesd of just something vou stull the lever
s For freeway cruising, However it also makes Ist and 2nd oo

[ 50 vour witsle Lime :'-11I'FII1L the box wround af low speeds. and &=

{ AT A GLANCE

Hea Fard Wiz

rhd}ir Fievla .!dmnu-
Lisd prace;, .. nol waitabbe $4108 - - §T000
Cuib weighl, ¥, R [ Ry | B[ L ]
Eoglgiec B Cpusta” A by inline & .. inline 4. _inline 4
Transmasion . ... “dap M da M dsp
0-60 mph, 5c ., - |, £ R RS | F
Stmding®migee - 0 jl4 Ll 18R 18R
Spoedd at mnd ol % mimph._ . JE0 0 TR0 . SRR
Shepping dadance iom B0 mph, . 1800 s B 143
Inlerige npste ab S0 mgh, 4B - 71 . B0 1
Laterl meesberaboan, g = o0 = S OSEc C OTI4 . L0TES
Ewbom spaed mph LT o - GEADCT T S T )
Fuel scontaty, mpg - —— o= o c= =00 =0 =0l IR
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the car would be much more effective lor sporting doving of the
lower thinee ratios wene closed up a Little toward the exssting high.

The lront heavy-duty brake pads reguoire high pedal pressure,
but they work very well at high specds after they have been
warmed up. The hhard pad material is also the repson why the
brikes didn'l perform as well in our simulated panic stops Trom
&0 amd B0 nlrlh. W jleo discovened that the '..IJhrl-l.'miun hevtoms
casly over bumps, but further development would rectily this
problem. Mol needimg improvement ane the lateral acceleration

EMNGINE

nat avdilable Type
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Ciaeb weight, Ibskg 1RAD 2
Test weaghl ... 2010 313
Wisght disd {wth deiver), b, T . E0d0
Wheelbase, in./mm .. 30,0 ¥y
Trachk, Irontfieas $4.3/53.4. 1382 1356
Length 142.1 s
Width hld 1610
Hewght Ll 1326
Trunk space, ¢ Holibers 154 436
Fotl eapaeity, U5 gal shters . 100 Rl

Transminzion

Gear raties: 4th (0.83)
Ird (1.8
2rd (2.06)
Ist (3585

Final &ive o

ROAD TEST RESULTS

BRAKES
Minimpm ifogging drtiances. H
Finm B0 mph
Fiem &) mph

ACCELERATION

lime b distance, sec

=100 f1

0-500 .

0-=1320 i (% )
Speed ol end of % mi mph
Time |2 speed, sec

0-M mph

0-50 mph

0-60 mph

-1 mph

(-0 mph

0-50 mph
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B (6000 50 mgh .
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30 mph indcaed i3 scloally
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319 e300 8101 780
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Canfred in paanc $op pood

Fade: peacent morease in pedal efioot
be manlain 0.5 deceleration i

Cwerall beake ratrag peod

Lteral accel, 100-0 radmn, g - 0,791
Spred thra 100-0 slafom, s 620

SPEEDOMETER ERROR

and tranzient response. On the skidpad the Healey Fiesta corners
al 0.7910g; in the slalom it zips through at an average 62.0 mph

Because we are starved for small, high-performance cars, the
Ford Fresta by Heiley 8 a revelation to drive and it brings back
fond memones of what driving was all about a decade ago. Like
all cam of it type, it demands o be driven hard and it respands
well at the top end of its mnge. Compared 1o a stock Fiesta. the
Healey will do the quarter mile in 17.4 seconds with a terminal
speed ol 79.0 miph. as opposed 1o 1B, 2 sec and a terminal speed of
T4.0 for the production version,

But it is higher up the speed range that the Healey really comes
into is own with a 0-80 mph time of 17.9 scc compared 1o 222
see, and o 0-90 mph time of 25,8 se¢ compared 10 33,5 sec. which
s why it must be pllowed 10 wind out before its true qualitics
hecome apparent.

Because the Ford Fiesta by Healey was designed primarily as o
show car il is not as sophisticated as it could be although it
saricis minor shorcomings could casily be sorted out. Unforiu-
pately. inits current form it can't be made legal, and anyway the
Fiesta is 10 be discontinued in 1981 and replaced by a new version
of the Pinto, which will be similar 1o the Fiesia although slightly
larger. Perhaps Ford will be able 10 persuade Donald Healey to
work his magic on a legal but twrbscharged version of the new
Pinto—a progect that would undouwbtedly put g iwinkle in Dopald
Healey's eve, and also somathing that might turn oul v be one of
Ford’s betier ideas =
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